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1860 the malcontents, including industrialists, clericals, Orlean-
ists, Socialists and Republicans, formed a coalition known as
" V Union Liberate" They had little cohesion except a common
hatred of Louis Napoleon; but they polled nearly a third of
the votes cast, and thereafter there was a numerous and eloquent
opposition in the Chamber. Thiers returned to public life with
demands for " the necessary liberties " ; and it was significant
that all the Paris members sat on the Opposition benches.
§ 144. set-backs in foreign affairs,—To make matteis
worse, things began to go wrong with the Emperor's relations
with foreign Powers. The first of these mishaps to begin, the
longest in duration, and the most ruinous to his prestige, was
the affair of mexico (1861-1867). That state had been having
one of its periodical civil wars, and the victor, an Indian named
Juarez, announced that the Republic would be unable for some
years to pay interest on its foreign loans. The French, British
and Spanish Governments sent a joint expedition to compel the
Mexicans to fulfil their obligations (December 1861). But the
restless and imaginative adventurer on the throne of France
espied a chance for a grandiose scheme of expansion. He saw
in a rosy vision of the future a Mexican Empire under French
influence to be an outlet for French commerce, and a restoration
of the French interest in the American continent which had
been lost with the storming of Quebec a hundred years before.
Of course, he would not have dared thus to defy the Monroe
Doctrine (§ 95) but for the fact that the United States were
distracted by a Civil War which he hoped would result in the
break-up of the Union. As soon as the British and Spanish
Governments realised Napoleon's ulterior aims they withdrew
their contingents, whereupon he caused the monarchical faction
among the Mexicans (in number scarcely a twentieth of the
population) to hold an assembly which decreed that the country
should become an Empire under the Archduke Maximilian,
brother of the Emperor of Austria. This prince waCS well
known for his attractive personality and liberal ideas. Young,

